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KIMBERLEY AND PILBARA REMOTE COMMUNITIES — TOTAL ALCOHOL BANS 

143. Mr V.A. CATANIA to the Minister for Racing and Gaming: 

The minister recently reported to Parliament on the success of total alcohol bans in a number of remote 
communities in the Kimberley and Pilbara regions of Western Australia. He also indicated that the particular 
incentives aimed at tackling alcohol abuse were gaining momentum, and that — 

Mr P.B. Watson: Speak up! 

Mr V.A. CATANIA: Does the member support this, or not? 

Mr P.B. Watson: I can’t hear what you’re saying. 

Mr V.A. CATANIA: Perhaps the member should listen.  

The SPEAKER: Member for Albany, I do hear the interjections you make at the back of this place.  

Mr P.B. Watson: Pardon?  

The SPEAKER: I formally call the member for Albany for the first and second times, and I hope the member 
heard that. 

Mr P.B. Watson: I didn’t hear what you said, Mr Speaker, the first time.  

The SPEAKER: The first time I told the member for Albany that I hear interjections he makes at the back of 
this place. I hope he heard me then. I also hope that he heard me when I told him that he has been formally called 
for the first and second times. If the member for Albany is going to use words, he should try to pronounce them 
correctly.  

Mr V.A. CATANIA: Can the minister please outline to the house the extensions to liquor bans that the 
government has put in place?  

Mr T.K. WALDRON replied: 

I thank the member for the question. I know that he has a real interest in this subject. I think all members in this 
house have a real interest in the Aboriginal communities in our north, particularly those in which alcohol-
associated problems lead to violence and make it unsafe for people, particularly women and children, in those 
communities. While imposing the liquor bans to which the member referred, I acknowledge that it does not 
answer all the problems. However, it is certainly having a very positive effect and is gaining momentum. I 
remind members that the bans are imposed under section 175 of the Liquor Control Act. The bans prohibit 
people in designated Aboriginal communities in which there are no liquor outlets from having possession of or 
consuming alcohol.  

Bans have been imposed in five communities. A ban was imposed at Oombulgurri following the release of a 
coroner’s report. However, the other Aboriginal communities have come to the government requesting that 
liquor bans be imposed in their communities.  

Two communities recently approached the government and I have agreed to implement liquor bans in the Fitzroy 
Valley communities of Yakanarra and Bayulu. I stress that these two communities came to the government.  

The most important thing about this process is that we do not rush in and automatically impose liquor bans. A 
strong consultation process must be undertaken with the local police, local government, the Drug and Alcohol 
Office, the Department of Indigenous Affairs and, in particular, the community. I will always ensure that if we 
go ahead with a ban, the community is committed, otherwise I would not be confident that the desired result 
would be achieved. I actually travel to the —  

Mrs C.A. Martin interjected.  

Mr T.K. WALDRON: That is why we are changing it. The member makes a good point. 

Mrs C.A. Martin interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Member for Kimberley, I know that you have a deep, abiding and passionate interest in this 
issue. I am sure that the minister is prepared to talk to you. Consistent interjecting will not help this process at 
this moment.  

Mr T.K. WALDRON: I visit the communities to gain a real understanding of the issues and problems they 
confront, their commitment and leadership. Some communities have requested liquor bans, but I have not agreed 
to them because they have not been fully committed to them. We are in ongoing communication and negotiation 
with those communities. 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 21 April 2010] 

 p1951b-1952a 
Mr Vincent Catania; Mr Terry Waldron; Speaker 

 [2] 

I used to visit Bayulu many years ago and I was aware that members of the local community would sit outside 
the liquor outlets. After consultation with the leaders of the community, other members of the community and 
the police, it has been ascertained that there has been a lot of drinking in the community. Now they have called 
for a liquor ban and we will support that community in that regard. It is all about the government working with 
the community. 

These bans offer communities a circuit breaker and provide an opportunity to change the culture and habits of 
the respective communities. It also brings safety and security to the members of the community.  

Yakanarra and Bayulu are situated in the same region as Noonkanbah and Wangkatjungka, which already have 
these bans in place. The bans in these communities have proved to be very successful. The bans are gaining 
momentum because other communities are watching what is happening in the communities in which these bans 
are in place. For example, originally Wangkatjungka had the ban imposed for one year and then it was extended 
to two years. That community has had great success and they have now asked for a three-year ban. We have 
agreed to their request. The reason we have done that is that it provides a safe community. The kids are going to 
school and the women and children there are safe. I stress that the bans are driven by the communities.  

I congratulate the leadership of those communities for having the courage to go through the process in a mature 
and responsible way. I have found it refreshing and greatly encouraging.  

I also congratulate the local police for the way they are handling this and their involvement, particularly Senior 
Sergeant Ian Gibson from the Fitzroy Crossing Police Station. He, along with others, has been proactive and has 
a rapport with the communities. The police are offering extra support to ensure that they are on hand if a 
situation arises. I am confident that that is happening.  

I again stress that the liquor bans are not automatically put in place. The process is undertaken properly. I take 
this issue extremely seriously and will continue to work with communities. I understand that another four 
applications will be presented to me and we will go through the same process as we have for the other 
communities. We are making a difference to people in those areas.  
 


